20000822.ba v02_n970.bam.20000822

>From ???@??? Tue Aug 22 18:21:37 2000 -0500
Date: Tue, 22 Aug 2000 18:18:57 CDT
From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2970
Message-Id: <20000822231859.C0DED3B43C@devel43.theporch.com>

			    BOATANCHORS Digest 2970

Topics covered in this issue include:

  1) Re: RADIO TV LAB IN CHICAGO
	by William Donzelli <aw288@osfn.org>
  2) RE: Planning Ahead
	by Merz Donald S <merz.ds@mellon.com>
  3) S38D schema needed
	by "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse.vanderbilt.edu>
  4) Re: Planning Ahead (long)
	by w8au@sssnet.com
  5) Re: Tubes in space
	by Tom Smith <tsmith@hal-pc.org>
  6) Re: RADIO TV LAB IN CHICAGO
	by Ed Zeranski <ezeran@concentric.net>
  7) 
	by Gerald Morris <k6qy@mindspring.com>
  8) Frontier Capacitors
	by "Keith R. Erickson" <kognw@gte.net>
  9) Re: Planning Ahead (long)
	by "John Dilks, K2TQN" <oldradio@worldnet.att.net>
 10) Found Hallicrafters S-1 + Hamfest report Gloucester Cty, NJ
	by "John Dilks, K2TQN" <oldradio@worldnet.att.net>
 11) Hallicrafter S-1 schematic wanted
	by "John Dilks, K2TQN" <oldradio@worldnet.att.net>
 12) Re: Tubes in space
	by W7QHO@aol.com
 13) Re: Planning Ahead (long)
	by Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net>
 14) re: Planning Ahead
	by "Mike O'Brien" <mobrien@lib.drury.edu>
 15) boatanchor dreams
	by "Robert G. Flory" <RobandPJ@compuserve.com>
 16) Re: Tubes in space
	by Lenox Carruth <carruth@geo-thermal.com>
 17) Re: boatanchor dreams
	by W9WRL <w9wrl@gwltd.com>
 18) Japanese text ?
	by BEN NOCK <G4BXD@compuserve.com>
 19) Cloth Covered Wire @ Fair Radio
	by Paul Monroe <pmonroe@inwave.com>
 20) Tiny Tek
	by "Morris O'Dell" <MorrisO@vifp.monash.edu.au>
 21) Re: RADIO TV LAB IN CHICAGO(Omaha)
	by Daniel Wright <dw73454@navix.net>
 22) FW: RADIO TV LAB IN CHICAGO(Omaha)
	by "Laudon, Kenneth (Kalman) A [AMSTA-AR-FSF-DAV]"
	 <klaudon@pica.army.mil>

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Date: Mon, 21 Aug 2000 14:18:01 -0400 (EDT)
From: William Donzelli <aw288@osfn.org>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: RADIO TV LAB IN CHICAGO
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91-FP.1000821141608.29027I-100000@osfn.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

> Can someone fill me in on the details or bounce a post of what's going on
> with the lab?  I don't have room for any more gear myself, but know people
> who do.  I would hate to see any of this gear go to the dump.  

George Sopocko (sp?), the owner, is very well connected with the Chicago 
Amateur Radio Club. There are at least a few people in that group that 
would probably be called in if George died.

But still, something to watch.

William Donzelli
aw288@osfn.org

------------------------------
Message-ID: <20000821185540.21340.qmail@mellon.com>
From: Merz Donald S <merz.ds@mellon.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: Merz Donald S <merz.ds@mellon.com>
Subject: RE: Planning Ahead
Date: Mon, 21 Aug 2000 14:51:05 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain

I have done a lot of de-collecting the past 2 years. My collection was
reduced by half in that time. There have been a lot of benefits to that
process that I have occasionally alluded to in other posts to this group so
I will avoid going into that. 

I do keep the collection scrupulously inventoried, including all
accessories, manuals and so forth. The inventory information is in a file
and I go over the file once a year or so with my 2 older sons who razz me
mercilessly during this process. But I make them sit through it--just like I
walk the whole family through the location of all the smoke detectors, fire
extinguishers and escape routes every so often and they all act like I
should be committed to the funny farm for that. But I'm beyond embarrassment
about these simple precautions.

I also maintain memberships in several local AR clubs now and have some
established friendships that I think I can count on. The object of the game
isn't to make sure my estate realizes top dollar for the gear. It's just to
get an average price and successfully pass on the custodianship to the next
generation.

Some of the most useful things I learn as I get older are often not even
things that I realized I needed to know.

73, Don Merz, N3RHT


> -----Original Message-----
> From:	Bill Hawkins [SMTP:bill@iaxs.net]
> Sent:	Monday, August 21, 2000 1:35 PM
> To:	Old Tube Radios
> Subject:	RE: Planning Ahead
> 
> Well, Don, first you have to find a true friend.
> 
> Then that friend must be willing to spend the time and effort
> that you wouldn't spend yourself (not you, Don - present company
> excepted, and all that), partly because you didn't think you'd
> ever die and partly because you couldn't let go of the stuff
> that you'd collected over the years, with many happy memories.
> 
> I think that a better idea is to try to change behavior, maybe
> by developing something like a motivational course. Get the
> owner of the stuff to *want* to see it passed on to someone
> who will treasure it, instead of trying to take it with you.
> 
> You would think that the possibility of all your stuff going
> to someone whose only interest is getting (lots) more than he
> paid for it would be some incentive. Nostalgia seems to be a
> lot stronger.
> 
> There is also the problem of the effort required to move the
> stuff. Truly, it is a journey of a thousand steps, and there's
> lots of other things to do besides taking that first step.
> 
> Don, none of this is directed at you. You are the only person
> I've seen that makes an effort to rotate your collection by
> publishing good descriptions and fair prices. Where do you
> find the time to do it?
> 
> Regards,
> Bill Hawkins

------------------------------
Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.20000821140303.00f5eb40@vuse.vanderbilt.edu>
Date: Mon, 21 Aug 2000 14:03:03 -0700
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse.vanderbilt.edu>
Subject: S38D schema needed
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I am working on an S38D from an SK auction.  While this chap was reputed to
be a radio fixer of some note, I am appalled at the savagery that has been
committed on this set.  Bottom line is that the power supply, detector,
audio output and AVC circuit were all "improved" in a suspicious manner
that deserves no alternative but a rebuild.

While I have prints on both the S38 and S38C, there are some  minor
differences in AVC and power distribution with this set (I think) and I'd
like to get an authoritative copy.  A quick scan would be ideal.

			73		A. B. Bonds

------------------------------
From: w8au@sssnet.com
Message-Id: <4.2.0.58.20000821151912.0097e280@mail.sssnet.com>
Date: Mon, 21 Aug 2000 15:23:35 -0400
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Planning Ahead (long)
Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

At 12:46 PM 08/21/2000 -0400, you wrote:
>I'm starting to think that we
>should do our estate disposal planning with a knowledgeable friend--maybe
>another BA collector, and leave instructions with our families to at least
>consult with this person, or turn the whole thing over to them if the worst
>happens.

Don:

Totally agree.  Add to it the responsibility of the present OT owner to get 
his "estate" organized to make it less of a headache for family 
members.  Most of us have a long way to go on this...

73,

Perry    w8au


------------------------------
Message-ID: <39A198E9.85E3975F@hal-pc.org>
Date: Mon, 21 Aug 2000 16:02:33 -0500
From: Tom Smith <tsmith@hal-pc.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Tubes in space
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Otherwise known as "Space Geezers"
Tom  N5AMA

Marty's Refl. Drop wrote:

> Anyone else see the 3-tube pioneer computer card appear in Space Cowboy
> Donald Sutherland's hand?
>
> So with Frequency, that's TWO tube movies in Y2K.
>
> Hollywood's entering the new Millenia on an unexpected foot.
>
> BTW, I thot Space Cowboys a gas-squared.
>
> 18-yr old son called it a old-guy empowerment movie
>
>   M


------------------------------
Message-Id: <4.2.0.58.20000821162244.0096fee0@pop3.concentric.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Aug 2000 16:24:59 -0700
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Ed Zeranski <ezeran@concentric.net>
Subject: Re: RADIO TV LAB IN CHICAGO
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

At 11:24 AM 8/21/00 -0400, JOHN.SEHRING@ecunet.org wrote:
>To: boatanchors@theporch.com
>
>Yes, sounds like Radio & TV Lab in Windy City bear watching over.
>
>Reminds me of any SK BAer, someone has to plan ahead, othwerwise all the
>treasures may well fill dumpsters.

We hit a similar place in Omaha NE. The guy was into BA stuff , but prices 
weird and his focus was on a stash of off freq xtals.

------------------------------
Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.20000821164504.006a746c@pop.mindspring.com>
Date: Mon, 21 Aug 2000 16:45:04 -0700
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Gerald Morris <k6qy@mindspring.com>
Subject: 
Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Hello all:

I am in need of the schematic and alignment information for the Central
Electronics 458-10 xtal controled converter for the 458 VFO.  I have the
info for the VFO itself but nothing on the 10 meter unit.  It is there in
the VFO and working just fine with output on that funny band just below 10.
 I need to get it up where it belongs.

Any info would be greatlyl appreciated.


73   Gerald   K6QY


------------------------------
Message-ID: <001e01c00bcd$d02bb360$812a0b3f@GTEkognw>
From: "Keith R. Erickson" <kognw@gte.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Frontier Capacitors
Date: Mon, 21 Aug 2000 19:13:33 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I received a note from Everett Hoard, Owner of Frontier Caps that he is
discontinuing sale of caps this month.

Everetts email is frntcap@bektel.com

He has a close out sale list  available

73

Keith R. Erickson   kognw@gte.net

------------------------------
Message-Id: <4.3.2.7.0.20000821190629.00b8a230@postoffice.worldnet.att.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Aug 2000 19:26:16 -0400
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: "John Dilks, K2TQN" <oldradio@worldnet.att.net>
Subject: Re: Planning Ahead (long)
Cc: Merz Donald S <merz.ds@mellon.com>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

At 12:46 PM 8/21/2000 -0400, Merz Donald S wrote:

>What do you think?
>73, Don Merz, N3RHT

To all,

   A couple of years ago I got a lead on a home full of radios.  All my 
friend could tell me was the address in a town about 1-1/2 hours away.  A 
couple of weeks later, in the area on business, I stopped by and met the 
widow.

   I seems her husband died about two years earlier.  He had a list of 
three buddies who would help in the event of his death - except he had 
outlived all three.  She told me she didn't know what to do, so she called 
in an antique dealer who cleaned out the cellar and garage of about 150 
nice early radios.  I don't think she received what she might have at a 
radio related sale or auction.

   She didn't know where to turn, so she called in a dealer.  He got the 
train collection too.

    Moral:  If you don't plan on dying first (and you have the three 
buddies method) - you should make good plans for your family.  At some 
point, perhaps, you should start clearing out some of the junk that you 
will never restore or use.  This will lessen the load for the family.  Of 
course you should keep some of your favorites until the end.  And be sure 
to tell your family it's OK to sell them off after you're gone ( if that's 
what you and they want. )  Because there are sons and daughters out there 
with radios that belonged to dad who are haunted into keeping them, when 
they don't want to.

   I had a recent experience counseling a daughter with just such a 
problem.  I told her what I told my family to do, and it seemed to 
help:  "Sell off what you can and give the rest away.  After that - throw 
it out."  Of course they know where to sell off the good things.

   But don't any of you think for a minute that you're going to get my 
stuff.  I'm sticking around for a while yet!

73' John, K2TQN

73's de K2TQN, John Dilks

    My Old Radio Column in QST Magazine
	http://www.eht.com/oldradio/arrl/

    Old Radio Wireless and Radio History page
	http://www.eht.com/oldradio/awa/

    K2TQN's Old Radio Museum
	http://www.eht.com/oldradio/museum/

    The New Jersey Antique Radio Club page
	http://www.eht.com/oldradio/

------------------------------
Message-Id: <4.3.2.7.0.20000821194515.00b84650@postoffice.worldnet.att.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Aug 2000 20:15:58 -0400
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: "John Dilks, K2TQN" <oldradio@worldnet.att.net>
Subject: Found Hallicrafters S-1 + Hamfest report Gloucester Cty, NJ
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

To all,

   After a long dry spell I came up with a 1934 Hallicrafters S-1 (the 
first model of S-1). It actually found me. An old timer said that he was 
trying to give it to me for two years, but couldn't catch up with me. It's 
rough, Mr. Mouse lived in there for a while, but very restorable.

Also on last Wednesday got a 6L6-809 rig built from the RCA Transmitting 
tube manual. It looks exactly as in the manual photo on top. (Underneath, 
not as neat as the manual wiring photo!)  It's called "the economy" in the 
manual.  This one was mostly just very dusty with saw dust.  It will take 
some cleaning and rewiring to make it operational again.

On Sunday at the Gloucester County Hamfest, Mullica Hill, NJ,  I found the 
front-end of a commercially made 1937 metal locator, complete with 6 # 32 
tubes and the original Burgess batteries (now have white & chalky dust on 
them, but look OK), for $5. I have a homebrew one at home from the same era 
and recognized the look of the box. Later the guy I bought it from came and 
visited my Old Radio museum, then came back and gave me a cable with the 
flat connector for attaching a bug to a straight key.

BA sightings at the Gloucester County Hamfest: NYE-Viking tuner (the big 
one) nice $125., CD-yellow Gooneybox - nice $30., a white Gonset IV, Ranger 
I, NC-183-D rack version $300., National 1-10, lots of books, tubes and 
parts from the local RCA retirees, two station wagon-loads from an estate, 
all small parts, chassis and cabinets. Everything went very cheap. Of 
course there was lots of test equipment for sale. Less than 50% of the 
normal sellers showed up (probably due to past visits from the NJ State 
Sales Tax Bullies) and about 33% of the normal attendance. This year the 
State Bullies stayed away, so next year's hamfest should be much better. 
This is the last surviving hamfest in southern New Jersey, and we need to 
support it.

   It was a good week/weekend for me.


73's de K2TQN, John Dilks

    My Old Radio Column in QST Magazine
	http://www.eht.com/oldradio/arrl/

    Old Radio Wireless and Radio History page
	http://www.eht.com/oldradio/awa/

    K2TQN's Old Radio Museum
	http://www.eht.com/oldradio/museum/

    The New Jersey Antique Radio Club page
	http://www.eht.com/oldradio/

------------------------------
Message-Id: <4.3.2.7.0.20000821205608.00b8c500@postoffice.worldnet.att.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Aug 2000 20:59:16 -0400
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: "John Dilks, K2TQN" <oldradio@worldnet.att.net>
Subject: Hallicrafter S-1 schematic wanted
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed


To all,

   I now have an S-1 Hallicrafter [1934 the first version] that needs a lot 
of TLC.  A schematic and any written information would be helpful.  Does 
anyone know where I can find one?  I did some searching on the web without 
success.

73' and thanks, John, K2TQN

------------------------------
From: W7QHO@aol.com
Message-ID: <a7.6c8bb21.26d33f67@aol.com>
Date: Mon, 21 Aug 2000 22:28:55 EDT
Subject: Re: Tubes in space
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

(Re: "Space Geezers")

Also, wasn't that a TBY the guy on the ground was using in the opening 
sequence???

Dennis D.  W7QHO

------------------------------
Date: Mon, 21 Aug 2000 19:29:59 -0700
From: Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net>
Subject: Re: Planning Ahead (long)
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: Merz Donald S <merz.ds@mellon.com>
Message-id: <0FZO00DFA9QKZP@mta6.snfc21.pbi.net>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Hi Don;

> There is one sore spot here for me. I am starting to feel that we should
> inform our heirs that disposal of our collections should be handled by
> someone who is knowledgeable about boatanchors. ........

Yes, I too have experienced sellers who don't know what they are selling. 
My recommendation is, while you are still creaking along, make a journal of
what you have, describing each item with enough detail that a relatively
uniformed relative can read the descriptions and put the matching items
together for sale.  Put inventory numbers on each item keyed to the
descriptions in the journal.  Let your kin know of the existence of your
journal, mention it in your will also.  The heir or surviving associate who
disposes
of your estate will greatly appreciate your thoughtfulness and best value
will be received from the sale.  The buyers, the new trustees of our
collections, will certainly have a better chance of enjoying their new
treasures.

Arden  Allen   KB6NAX   Vallejo, CA   gumbear@pacbell.net

------------------------------
Message-ID: <E158EEF631EED311BB390008C7F41F5D280F3B@lib.drury.edu>
From: "Mike O'Brien" <mobrien@lib.drury.edu>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: re: Planning Ahead
Date: Mon, 21 Aug 2000 21:56:53 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain

   After witnessing a couple of local SK's collections hijacked by vultures
for a few pennies on the dollar (including one case in which an unscrupulous
"dealer" literally robbed a widow of much-needed cash), I, too, resolved to
prepare my survivors by leaving helpful information and to spare them
unnecessary work by paring my modest collection of BAs to those I truly
treasure and actually use.
   I maintain a computerized inventory. Each piece of gear and major
components are fully described to educate my heirs. The descriptions are
written so they could, with minor modification, serve as text for
advertisements. I give a best-guess current market value for each item, and
review and update those estimates regularly.
   That said, let me echo Mr. Dilks' observation that it's important not to
burden our grieving loved ones with any sort of guilt over getting rid of
our stuff by whatever means necessary. I know of one family hereabouts that
has been paralyzed by worry that they would somehow be disrespecting the
memory of their beloved SK husband/father if they disposed of his gear. The
result is that they've lost use of a significant portion of their home, and
some very nice old radios are moldering away unused.
   Thanks to Don Merz for prompting this thoughtful thread....

   73, Mike, K0MYW    

------------------------------
Date: Tue, 22 Aug 2000 07:43:53 -0400
From: "Robert G. Flory" <RobandPJ@compuserve.com>
Subject: boatanchor dreams
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-ID: <200008220744_MC2-B085-FC58@compuserve.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable
Content-Type: text/plain;
	 charset=ISO-8859-1
Content-Disposition: inline

Hello,

I was mowing the lawn yesterday on Grandpa's 40-year-old Sears lawn tract=
or
(would a boatanchorist use a shiny new Deere?).  About the time I made th=
e
20th trip around the yard, the Mario Andretti daydream was getting old, s=
o
I drifted off of it into nothingness.  My jaw started to slacken, and whe=
n
my mouth opened, I noticed that with the hearing protectors on and my mou=
th
open my mouth become a resonant cavity, which when filled with the noise =
of
the mower, sounded like my Breting 14 with the crystal filter on.  The
pitch changed as I opened and closed my mouth.  Suddenly, I was no longer=

mowing my lawn , but in boatanchor land, tweaking my BFO for just the rig=
ht
note!

CCCCCRRRRUUUUNNNNCCCCHHHH!!

Dang

Stump

End of dream

Rob

------------------------------
Message-ID: <39A271C5.27EF6437@geo-thermal.com>
Date: Tue, 22 Aug 2000 07:27:49 -0500
From: Lenox Carruth <carruth@geo-thermal.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Tubes in space
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit


Yes!  That was a TBY.  Amazing the life these old rigs have!


W7QHO@aol.com wrote:
> 
> (Re: "Space Geezers")
> 
> Also, wasn't that a TBY the guy on the ground was using in the opening
> sequence???
> 
> Dennis D.  W7QHO

--

Lenox

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Lenox Carruth           Dallas, TX           carruth@geo-thermal.com
Collector of WW-II Communications Equipment and Memorabilia
 
Wanted:  TBX-8 Antenna, Key, Canvas Case, Accessory Box
-------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------
Message-Id: <3.0.32.20000822100013.00f05d94@gwltd.com>
Date: Tue, 22 Aug 2000 10:00:45 -0500
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: W9WRL <w9wrl@gwltd.com>
Subject: Re: boatanchor dreams
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Good point about using an old BA type mower, I use a 1952 Ford 8N. Out with
the new and in with the old!


At 07:43 AM 08/22/2000 -0400, Robert G. Flory wrote:
>Hello,
>
>I was mowing the lawn yesterday on Grandpa's 40-year-old Sears lawn tractor
>(would a boatanchorist use a shiny new Deere?).  About the time I made the
>20th trip around the yard, the Mario Andretti daydream was getting old, so
>I drifted off of it into nothingness.  My jaw started to slacken, and when
>my mouth opened, I noticed that with the hearing protectors on and my mouth
>open my mouth become a resonant cavity, which when filled with the noise of
>the mower, sounded like my Breting 14 with the crystal filter on.  The
>pitch changed as I opened and closed my mouth.  Suddenly, I was no longer
>mowing my lawn , but in boatanchor land, tweaking my BFO for just the right
>note!
>
>CCCCCRRRRUUUUNNNNCCCCHHHH!!
>
>Dang
>
>Stump
>
>End of dream
>
>Rob
>
>
>
      James (Dave) Mayfield W9WRL
Collector of World Radio Labs and others.
        http://www.w9wrl.com

------------------------------
Date: Tue, 22 Aug 2000 13:48:08 -0400
From: BEN NOCK <G4BXD@compuserve.com>
Subject: Japanese text ?
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-ID: <200008221348_MC2-B09E-6277@compuserve.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable
Content-Type: text/plain;
	 charset=ISO-8859-1
Content-Disposition: inline

I recently acquired a canvas roll, I think either a tool bag =

or a spares bag. =


I need help with Japanese writing ? please look at:

www.qsl.net/g4bxd/g4bxd10.htm

and see if you can decipher the text. =


Best regards, Ben G4BXD.

------------------------------
Message-ID: <39A2F044.698CA970@inwave.com>
Date: Tue, 22 Aug 2000 16:28:19 -0500
From: Paul Monroe <pmonroe@inwave.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Cloth Covered Wire @ Fair Radio
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hello,

Fair Radio is selling the old-fashioned cloth covered wire as was used
in WW2 military rigs and most commercial electronics equipment well into
the 50's.  It isn't cheap, $0.12/foot but it is brand new and just the
ticket for working on the 'old stuff'' or home-brewing new rigs in the
old fashioned style.

73,

Paul, W9MEH

------------------------------
Message-ID: <07A064EA6042D4118A62009027F70E7785E0@nt_exchange.vifp.monash.edu.au>
From: "Morris O'Dell" <MorrisO@vifp.monash.edu.au>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Tiny Tek
Date: Wed, 23 Aug 2000 08:55:17 +1000
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"

Hi all,

Well after some of the stuff I've written in the past about the enormous
Tektronix model 555 scoposaurus, I've now had a bit of fun with the opposite
- probably their tiniest proper boatanchor oscilloscope - the model 310A.

This is certainly a very cute little thing - a "real" Tek boatanchor scope
all in miniature. it brings out similar emotions to those engendered by our
new puppy at home, a true Tek lover finds it quite irrisistible.

This one is the A model - originally the 310 used those new fangled printed
circuits but they proved unreliable and the A reverted to ceramic strips and
silver solder. Electronically it's a typical Tek design - I say that because
I was able to fix it before seeing the manual. Vertical response is only 4
MHz and there is no delay line. It has 28 tubes and a 3 inch CRT mounted on
an angle so that it can be viewed from above without parallax - like the
Telequipment scopes that Tek went on to produce. The only silicon devices
are the power supply diodes. There's no fan and the whole thing sits on
longish legs to allow convection cooling. It gets pretty hot, especially
above the power supply. Mechanically it's especially cute. Looking at the
back you see a piano type hinge and eventually you find that the whole scope
opens up like a book to allow access to the inside. It's very cleverly
designed and tightly packed, which was a bit of a problem later on as you
will see below.

Mine was non functioning when I got it despite everything lighting up as it
should. Good signs were the original solder spool still in situ and in fact
the mains fuse was the original Bulgin (the scope was made in Guernsey).
Inside it was dirty and there were a couple of obviously leaking British oil
filled capacitors. There was no HV as evidenced by non glowing filaments of
the 5642 HV rectifiers and I was going to put it away until I got a manual.
On a whim I decided to find the -150 volt line to check the power supplies
and this turned out to be -200 volts. A bit of sleuthing revealed that the
voltage reference tube in the power supply had drifted high and was working
at 160 volts instead of its rated 85. Replacing the English Electric branded
tube brought the scope to life. This was the second voltage reference tube I
have found to be faulty in Tek scopes. The first one had become noisy and
caused power supply fluctuations in a 547.  I would have thought faults in
VR tubes were quite rare but apparently it's not so.

Unfortunately there was a second fault that now became evident, and not an
easy one either. There were obvious signs of HV flashover somewhere with a
ticking that corresponded to the display disappearing. This turned out to be
a problem with the CRT heater winding on the power transformer. This winding
is elevated by a couple of thousand volts. Options here were a new
transformer (unobtainable) or a rewind (very messy) or an additional
transformer as described in Stan Griffiths' book. I picked up a little 12.6
volt CT 500 ma transformer with 4 kv insulation but the question was - where
to put it? There is absolutely NO spare room in a 310A. Eventually I decided
to remove 3 twistlock type filter capacitors which were all dual 15 uf and
all connected in parallel to give 90 uf. I replaced them with a 100 uf 450
volt single unit which freed up enough room to mount the new transformer.

The 310A now works beautifully. It's no 547 but then it was never intended
to be. I have it sitting next to the scopeosaurus and it's hard not to smile
when you see them together. What to do with it? I'll just admire it but I
must say if I were an audiophoole it would probably be ideal for watching
the music on the oscilloscope which will probably  be a fad with them one
day. It's compact, silent, elegant and has vacuum tubes with that nice
silver solder that does so much to improve the subjective transient response
on the screen :-)

73 de Morris VK3DOC 
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>We hit a similar place in Omaha NE. The guy was into BA stuff , but prices 
>weird and his focus was on a stash of off freq xtals.

That must be Ladd Electronics. Guy has a small goldmine of BAs and surplus
and NOS parts out-the-bazookus. All he wants to do is spout his bitterness
at his potemtial buyers and does not seem interested in the least, despite
all his complaining and sourness, in receiving (fair) amounts of cash for
his stash....

I'm not sure what motivates these types to torture BA 'O Philes by
keeping their doors open and enticing the unwary inside....maybe they 
are lonely....I tire of the baloney and stay away from this particular
fella.....

this stuff should be fun, dangit!!!!!!

73 de Dan -- WA0JRD ..
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All of this talk is very much like a great short story entitled,
"Shottlebop", which is a corruption of "Bottleshop".  Don't recall the
author.  It is a horror story.   It could be re-written into a BA version,
where the protagonist sees ghostly BA's floating around - all of the radios
of history which have gone on to the great dumpster/junkbox in the sky, so
to speak.

I'm being cryptic b/c I don't want to give the story away to anyone who
might read it.

73, Kalman W2ES

-----Original Message-----
From: Daniel Wright [mailto:dw73454@navix.net]
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2000 6:46 PM
To: Old Tube Radios
Subject: Re: RADIO TV LAB IN CHICAGO(Omaha)

>We hit a similar place in Omaha NE. The guy was into BA stuff , but prices 
>weird and his focus was on a stash of off freq xtals.

That must be Ladd Electronics. Guy has a small goldmine of BAs and surplus
and NOS parts out-the-bazookus. All he wants to do is spout his bitterness
at his potemtial buyers and does not seem interested in the least, despite
all his complaining and sourness, in receiving (fair) amounts of cash for
his stash....

I'm not sure what motivates these types to torture BA 'O Philes by
keeping their doors open and enticing the unwary inside....maybe they 
are lonely....I tire of the baloney and stay away from this particular
fella.....

this stuff should be fun, dangit!!!!!!

73 de Dan -- WA0JRD ..
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